
PARKS AND RECREATION BOARD 
Thursday, August 2, 2012  

 
Minutes 

 
CALL TO ORDER: 
Chairman John Fontana called the meeting to order at 6:30 p.m. in the Parks and Recreation office of 
Town Hall, 75 Main Street, Southington, CT. 
 
ROLL CALL: 
Present:  Chairman John Fontana, Vice Chairman Michael Fasulo, Commissioners David Kanute, Joseph 
LaPorte and Joanne D. Palmieri; Director of Recreation David A. Lapreay and Assistant Superintendent 
of Parks Michael Manware.  
 
MINUTES: 
Commissioner Fasulo made a motion, seconded by Commissioner Kanute, to accept the Minutes of the 
June 7, 2012 meeting as submitted.  Motion carried 4-0-1 abstention (Palmieri). 
 
VISITORS: None. 
 
COMMUNICATIONS & REPORTS:  None. 
 
DIRECTOR OF RECREATION REPORT:  
Mr. Lapreay reported that programs are wrapping up.  Softball playoffs should be over in the next couple 
of weeks.  Then we go into Fall Ball.  There was some discussion about out of towners on the roster.  Mr. 
Lapreay said he is not sure how to monitor this; do we need to have ID’s like some other towns?  It would 
require the umpires to check ID’s against the roster and would take time.  Dave mentioned that it is hard 
enough to get some people in to get stickers for the bats.  All in all the program was successful.  Tennis 
has been huge.  Every session is full; it is a good program which will be wrapping up next week.  Camp 
had another good year.  Music on the Green has been going well except for last night’s rainout.  It’s a 
tough call because you have to make the decision by 1:30 p.m. and the weather can change quickly, 
which is what occurred last night.  The band showed up and they had to be paid (police also must be paid 
in this situation).  Billy Carlson, the sponsor, is eager to sponsor the band again at a future date; we are 
considering the first week in September.  Theater program is wrapped up.  There is a lot of interest and it 
fills up every year.  Kids Series is still going on.  They get between 80 and 100 people every week.  The 
dog obedience classes went well.  We will have another session in September; they run 6-8 weeks and are 
held at The Summit for no charge.  The Special Needs arts and crafts program only had one response so it 
was postponed.  We will try again in the fall.  Trips are going well.  We are partner with Meriden and 
Berlin to fill the buses.  Rentals are going steady.  There have been requests for the Community Pavilion 
– probably two or three a month, mostly smaller groups of about 50.  We have a large group booked for 
September.  Parks personnel will be checking the place out after that one and making sure everything is 
locked up.  Suburban Sports wants to do a bike clinic on the trail regarding bicycle repairs.  It is free and 
would be held near Zingarella’s on the grass; it would be on a Saturday. 
 
League subsidies.  Mr. Lapreay said he spoke with John Leary, chairman of the Board of Finance.  He 
would like us to come up with a better structure justifying the amount of the subsidies.  Discussion 
followed on the difficulty of coming up with any kind of standard formula since all the leagues are 
different; they all charge different amounts, have varying numbers of players; equipment and uniforms 
vary greatly.  An example was the difference between softball and football.  Commissioner Kanute gave 
some details of fees and costs for the wrestling teams.  Insurance and custodial fees, along with chemicals 
for cleaning the mats were cited.  Commissioner Kanute wondered if perhaps some people from the 
leagues should meet with Mr. Leary to discuss but Commissioner LaPorte felt that Dave Lapreay could 
handle it. 
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Chairman Fontana spoke about the theater program and how they have to borrow backdrops, sets, etc. 
from other towns.  Why can’t we buy some things a little at a time and prevent people from having to 
travel back and forth to other towns for items needed for their productions.  Mr. Lapreay said that while 
we do have an account for depositing money that can be used to pay for things, it is only for programs 
that are self-sufficient; the theater program is not one of them. 
 
Dog Park slab entrance was finally poured.  It took so many months to get the various approvals.  
Chairman Fontana thought perhaps the Council could recognize the young man for all his work.  The 
person who did the kiosk at Panthorn is another one that deserves recognition.  Mr. Manware also 
mentioned the work at Jaycee Park by a young person.  All of these people deserve special thanks.  
 
Motion was made by Commissioner Kanute, seconded by Commissioner Palmieri, to accept the report of 
the Director of Recreation.  Motion carried unanimously. 
 
ASSISTANT SUPERINTENDENT OF PARKS REPORT: 
Michael Manware said that June and July are heavy maintenance months for the Parks Department.  They 
have been busy with the fields, pools, mowing and other things.  He said there is a vandalism problem at 
Rec Park near the grove restroom and the Community Pavilion.  He passed around a picture that came 
from the camera video, showing what appears to be the same individual at two different times.  Mr. 
Manware said that moving the camera was instrumental in getting a good picture.  The police told him to 
lock the rest rooms since that is where the vandalism has been happening.  He believes the police are 
pretty close to identifying the individual.  The Town Green gazebo was scraped and painted.  There is a 
lot of paint on there so it chips.  The crew put together new picnic tables for the pavilion.  They are trying 
to paint some of the lines in the various parking lots.  They removed some poles at Memorial that were 
becoming rotted and replaced them with landscape boulders. 
 
Commissioner Fasulo asked about the grills in the grove; will they be replaced?  There is only one and it 
has a hole in it.  Mr. Manware replied that there is concern right now because of the vandalism issues but 
we will probably try to put some in the front and the back and see if they are being used. 
 
Commissioner LaPorte thanked Mr. Manware and his crew for all their assistance during the Italian 
Festival.  It is very much appreciated. 
 
Commissioner Kanute asked how much time is spent on the trail, such as for mowing, collecting trash, 
etc.  He said there is no provision for all the things that have been added over the last six years.  He 
believed there should be some kind of fund for upkeep.  Mr. Manware said that Steve Wlodkowski has 
discussed with him the idea of having a separate line item in the budget.  Commissioner LaPorte noted 
that the report of the Blue Ribbon Committee on the parks may help to get some added funding to cover 
these types of things. 
 
Commissioner Kanute asked if anything was being done about the last piece of the trail near the former 
Solvents Recovery.  He noticed that the monitoring wells are now gone and wondered if anything was in 
the works.  Mr. Lapreay said it is not a dead issue.  He believes they are waiting for something in order to 
proceed.  He also mentioned that the wall of Total Maintenance on the trail will soon have graffiti art on 
it.  A group from the YMCA and another group are doing it in the next few weeks. 
 
Commissioner Fasulo made a motion to accept the report of the Assistant Superintendent of Parks, 
seconded by Commissioner Palmieri.  Motion carried unanimously. 
 
REPORT ON PARKS:  None 
 
OLD BUSINESS:  None 
   



8-2-12 PR Minutes; page 3 

 

NEW BUSINESS:   
1.  Future League Subsidies.  Discussed in the Director of Recreation report. 
 
ADJOURNMENT TO EXECUTIVE SESSION: 
Motion made by Commissioner Palmieri, seconded by Commissioner Fasulo, to go into Executive 
Session at 7:10 p.m. excluding the press and the public to discuss a personnel matter.  Included in the 
Executive Session would be Park Board members, Recreation Director and Assistant Superintendent of 
Parks.  Motion carried unanimously.   
 
A personnel matter was discussed.  No motions were made or votes taken.  The Executive Session was 
closed and the regular meeting adjourned at 8:20 p.m. 
 
      Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
 
      Patricia Berardinelli 
      Recording Secretary 


